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[48] CHAPTER VL

OF THE WINTERING OF A FATHER AMONG THE SAV-
AGES.

CONSIDERABLE band of Christian Savages
who were preparing for their great hunt, and
for securing their provision of Elk meat,

begged me to give them a Father of our Society, to
accompany them. They alleged as a reason that, as
the Iroquois pursued them everywhere, they were
compelled to remain at a distance of several days’
journey from the house of prayer; and that, during
their sojourn of several months, they ardently desired
to have some one with them who could administer
the Sacraments to them, and teach them the way to
Heaven. They were given Father Gabriel Druil-
letes. He was soon equipped; all his baggage was
contained in a small box or trunk which held only
the necessary supplies for saying Mass. Behold
him, then, loaded with all his movable effects, and
[49] animated by a noble resolution to suffer much;
for whosoever embarks with these people will never
be lodged throughout his journey elsewhere than at
the sign of the Cross. He had for companion a
young Frenchman, who could give him no other con-
solation than to serve him at the Altar. As the main
body of the Savages had preceded him, two young
men took him in a little boat of bark, and in a few
days brought him to the appointed rendezvous.



